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Connecting gardening, people,  
and ecological stewardship
In many ways, the question of why we  
garden—and why we value visiting gardens— 
is philosophical. Gardening has always been 
an activity that draws people together through 
the sharing of seeds saved from previous 
years with our neighbors, the sharing of  
divisions of our favorite plants with friends, 
and, importantly, the sharing of advice and 
lessons learned with those who are new to 
gardening. 

We garden because it knits us into the 
fabric of like-minded plant lovers. We garden 
because we know that spending time out-
doors and cultivating a garden that reflects 
our values and horticultural interests is a 

Open Days 2021: New Connections, New Themes, 
Renewed Energy 

deeply fulfilling activity with benefits to our 
physical and mental health and well-being. 

We garden because our parents and 
our grandparents gardened. We garden 
because we wish to transfer our own knowl-
edge to a new generation of explorers, plant 
lovers, and risk takers. We garden because 
it connects us to our collective history and 
to people from around the world who have 
shared the same interests and passions 
but expressed them in their own unique 
ways. We garden because we know that it 
increases our quality of life in ways we can’t 
even explain—we simply can’t imagine a 
life that doesn’t involve our lovingly tended 
plots of earth or our pots on a windowsill.

Now, more than ever before, we also 
garden because we recognize that we have 
a responsibility to be stewards—partners 
with the planet to try to leave the world  
in better shape than it was in when we  
entered it. Gardeners, through what we do 

on our own properties, have the potential  
to help save the world. At the Garden  
Conservancy, we believe that we have  
entered a new golden age of gardening— 
an age in which the societal and ecological 
roles of gardens reflect our changing  
priorities, cultural values, and knowledge.

We are proud to  
announce that we  
are an organizational  
ally of Two Thirds for  
the Birds—a new  
initiative aimed at  
reducing the use of  
toxic chemicals in the home landscape  
and encouraging the use of native  

Below: Entry gate to the garden of John and Pepe  
Maynard in Groton, MA. Pepe and Page Dickey  
co-founded the Open Days program in 1995; both  
will open their new gardens to the public as part  
of 2021 Open Days. Photo courtesy of John Maynard

We’re delighted  
to announce that  
Open Days will  
return in late May! 
Special provisions, including 
pre-registration and other  
precautions, will make in-person 
garden visits possible again 
while ensuring the safety of  
all, both hosts and visitors. 

Read more about the  
2021 Open Days schedule  
and logistics for visiting,  
starting on page 7.
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A good friend (and mentor) once said to me, 
“You can never say ‘thank you’ too many times.” 
Especially now, as I view a dramatically changed 

heartfelt “thank you” to our members, our  
Fellows, and all other friends and supporters 
for helping in so many ways to see the Garden 
Conservancy through the challenges of this 
past year.

As gardeners, I think we are uniquely  
prepared for adversity, both logistically and 
emotionally. Any gardener knows that change 
is the only constant. Even knowing this, we 

As with many organizations, we learned to carry on, working remotely, while 

Open Days program pre-empted, we created new ways of keeping in touch and of 
sharing the connective joys of discovery through In My Garden: A Visual Diary weekly 
emails. We are forever grateful to the generous gardeners who shared their  
gardening adventures over the course of this strange season. Many people wrote  
to me to say how much they enjoyed that weekly dose of beauty and growth!

helped us to come together (albeit remotely) to learn, discuss, and celebrate—all 
activities that we look forward to resuming in-person this year. The success of  
our virtual “gatherings” has ensured that these presentations will also continue.  
I’m excited to report that most of our online educational programs welcomed  
hundreds of viewers, many who had never had the opportunity to attend  
Garden Conservancy in-person events in their respective regions of the country.

 
reevaluation. Our beloved Open Days program will return, but in a smarter way,  
and with greater opportunities to connect to our visitors, both old and new.  
We are working very closely with our garden hosts, whose generosity in opening 
their private gardens is the core of Open Days. Online ticketing and entry by  
pre-registration only will make certain that these very special garden-visiting  
experiences are as safe as they are inspiring. See more details on page 10. 

Thanks to the generosity of donors, we are continuing the important work  
 

both Blithewood Garden in the Hudson Valley and Rocky Hills in Mount Kisco, NY. 
The latest published footage can be viewed on our website.

Our new grant program, Gardens for Good, grew out of a desire to reach  
out to and support small gardens that were facing challenges of the pandemic, 
while they continued to do great preservation work and help strengthen their 
communities. Some grant recipients are our preservation partners and old friends; 
others present an opportunity to begin new relationships. I hope you will read  
more about Gardens for Good on page 13. 

 
strong, active, and innovative. Gardens, and gardening, are more relevant than  
ever as we head into a new season of preserving, sharing, and celebrating  

 
And send me a note, or an email, and let me know how you think we’re doing! 
 
 

James Brayton Hall
President and CEO

Thank you. And welcome!
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Fred Landman Joins the 
Board of Directors

 
 

past year due to the necessary cancel lation of in-person  
programming. We sincerely thank all of you for enabling us  

We have been so grateful for the support of our national  
community of garden lovers who value the many vital roles  
gardens play in our lives—from their positive impact on our  
emotional, physical, and psychological well-being to the deeply 
rooted gardening traditions that bring together our families and 

and gardening traditions celebrated more widely than ever before. 

Thank You for Your Support!

Frederick A. Landman and his wife, Seen Lippert, reside at 
Sleepy Cat Farm in Greenwich, CT. Over the past 20 years  
and with the help of landscape architect Charles J. Stick and 
horticulturist Alan Ghorkin, their garden has evolved from  
a quaint suburban backyard to a 13-acre multi-faceted  

 
with its own grotto, a meadow with a sacred grove, a wetland 
with an elevated spirit walk through the iris garden, and several formal garden rooms 

 

appointment. Seen and Fred have been Open Days hosts for more than seven years 
and members of the Garden Conservancy Society of Fellows since 2007. Fred was 
elected to the Garden Conservancy’s board of directors on December 10, 2020. A 
book about Sleepy Cat Farm will be published in October by Barnes & Noble.

In the spring of 2020, as the world 
faced the challenges of the coronavirus 
pandemic and social distancing, we 
launched In My Garden: A Visual Diary  

Garden Conservancy members con-
nected and to share behind-the-scenes 
snapshots from a diverse group of 
gardeners across America. We’re de-
lighted to announce that In My Garden 
is returning this year, every other week. 

The 2021 series features a new set 
of gardeners from across the country, 
highlighting the creativity, optimism, 
and resilience inherent to the act of 
gardening. We are deeply grateful for 
the folks who brighten our lives with 
glimpses into their gardens. 

A full chronicle of In My Garden  
editions can be viewed at garden 
conservancy.org/news/inmygarden.

In My Garden: A Visual  
Diary to Return for a 
Second Season 

Sunrise at James Golden’s garden, Federal 
Twist, in Stockton, NJ. James joined our In My 
Garden series last fall and will continue to 
participate this year. His garden will also  
be part of a Hunterdon County Open Day  
on July 17. Photo by James Golden

Jack Lenor Larsen, innovative textile  
designer, author, collector, and  
creator of LongHouse Reserve in  

 
 

 
LongHouse Reserve is a remarkable integration of nature, art, and design.  
Now managed by the LongHouse Reserve Foundation and open to the public (by 
appointment only during the current pandemic), the house and landscape exemplify 
living with art in all forms. Its gardens present landscape itself as an art form, as well 
as the setting for sculpture. Each year, LongHouse Reserve also presents major art 
exhibitions, both indoors and out. For more information about LongHouse Reserve, 
visit longhouse.org.

Jack Larsen participated in and made presentations at several Garden  
Conservancy programs over the years. In 2012, the Conservancy produced a  

 
 

Reserve, will be part of 2021 Open Days on Saturday, August 14.

Remembering  
Jack Lenor Larsen 

In a year when we have all faced so much devastation, gar-
dens continue to thrive and to provide solace and comfort.

 
implications for all of us, we were deeply heartened by the  
generosity of our donors. In addition to annual contributions 
from our members and Fellows, we were supported by  
our webinar sponsors, attendees of our Virtual Holiday  
Toast, and substantial donations to preservation initiatives  
like our garden documentation program. From all of us at  
the Garden Conservancy, thank you for helping us continue 
to pursue our mission during a time when we all need  
gardens more than ever. 
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Open Days 2021  continued from page 1
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“Nature-friendly gardening, for us, is about stewardship and giving back. 
As we cultivate our nine acres, it is with a rewilding in mind. This includes 
a focus on intentional informality, native plantings and development, 
meadows, and woodland spaces. There are so many rewards from this 
kind of gardening.  Plants thrive and create an immeasurable amount  
of beauty, bounty, and joy for us and the many animals and insects that 
support the land.”

— Matthew Malin and Andrew Goetz, founders of Malin+Goetz fragrances 
and natural products and Open Days garden hosts

Douglas W. Tallamy, entomologist, 
author, and naturalist
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plants, for the benefit of the birds who breed  
in our gardens.

Douglas W. Tallamy, a renowned University  
of Delaware entomologist, is also a supporter 
of the Two Thirds for the Birds initiative.  
An expert in the way in which native plants 
form the basis of productive food webs,  
Doug is a leader in the movement to  
encourage more responsible stewardship of 
our home landscapes. Garden Conservancy 
Director of Public Programs and Education  
Patrick MacRae spoke with Doug virtually 
about the connections between native plants, 
bird populations, and our gardens. Here are 
some highlights from that conversation: 

Patrick F. MacRae: Doug, in addition to being 
a well-known author and environmentalist, you 
study insects. How are insect populations, bird 
populations, and gardens related to each other? 

Doug Tallamy: Everything on the planet starts 
with plants because we are made up of energy 
from the sun, but it is plants that allow us to be 
the energy from the sun.

Plants capture that energy, turn it into food, 
and then we either eat those plants directly, or 
we eat something that ate those plants. And 
that is true for [almost] everything on the planet. 
The plants you put in your garden are capturing 
energy from the sun and they’re either passing 
it on to other living things or they’re not—they 
can’t pass on [the sun’s energy] unless living 
things eat those plants. Most vertebrates don’t  
eat plants. They eat something else that ate 
plants, and, typically, that is insects—mostly  
caterpillars. Caterpillars transfer more energy 
from plants to other organisms than any other 
type of plant eater. 

What does that have to do with birds?  
Well, 96% of our terrestrial birds rear their  
young not on seeds, not berries, but on insects. 
If you don’t have insects, you don’t have 96% of 

the birds. What are those insects? Most of the  
insects turn out to be caterpillars, which  
dominate nestling diets.

If you create a landscape that doesn’t pro-
duce the caterpillars that run the food webs, you 
have a dead landscape. That’s the connection 
between plants and birds. And of course, which 
plants you put in that landscape is critically im-
portant because most plants don’t make a lot of 
caterpillars. That’s true even with native plants.

Just 14% [of our native plants] make 90% of 
the caterpillar food. So 96% of the birds rely on 
14% of our native plants. If we build a landscape 
out of the other 86% of native plants, or out of 
a whole bunch of non-native plants that supply 
almost no caterpillars, we don’t have enough 
food for the birds. 

Lots of other animals eat insects, too. And 
they depend on that transfer of energy from 
plants, just like birds.

PFM: What trends have scientists observed in 
bird populations and what are the causes? 

DT: A study published in Science last year by 
the folks at the Smithsonian Migratory Bird 
Research Center analyzed 50 years of data from 
the Breeding Bird Atlas. We’ve lost three billion 
birds in the last 50 years—a third of the North 
American bird population. The losses are not 
equal across all bird species; aquatic birds are 
actually doing a little bit better.

So about three billion terrestrial birds 
are gone. There are a lot of causes, including 
predation by cats let outside and collisions with 
cars and windows. Migration is also very hard 
on birds because now when they migrate to 
the tropics, so much of it has been converted 
to eucalyptus and coffee farms. It’s no longer 
the pristine habitat that used to allow them to 
overwinter. And the latest information from my 
lab indicates that we’re also landscaping in a way 
that doesn’t allow birds to reproduce as well as 
they need to.

We asked our Open Days 
hosts what “nature-friendly” 
gardening meant to them.  
A few quotes accompany 
this article. On our website,  
we will designate those  
gardens where the hosts  
inform us that they  
engage in responsible  
environmental stewardship 
with a special symbol. 
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enough food because we’re creating landscapes 
that don’t make enough caterpillars. That hasn’t 
been obvious because we haven’t processed 
how many caterpillars it takes to make a bird. 
To make one clutch of chickadees, for example, 

to where they leave the nest.
And then the parents continue to feed their 

young caterpillars another 21 days after that. So 
it really takes tens of thousands of caterpillars 
to make one bird that weighs only a third of an 
ounce. And if you want that bird to breed in your 
garden, in your landscape, or anywhere where 
there are humans, which is nearly everywhere, 
you need to have those caterpillars there, be-
cause chickadees  (and most birds) only forage 
about 50 meters from the nest. 

 
down the road to the nearest woodlot to get 
their food. That takes more energy than  
they get from the caterpillars. 

PFM: Open Days is a national community of 
people who primarily garden on a backyard, 
homeowner scale. How can gardeners make a 

DT:  
is privately owned. If everybody landscaped  
responsibly on their own private property, we’d 

-
er, and how he or she treats their landscape, is 
such an important component of the future  
of conservation. If we only do conservation in 
parks and preserves, we will fail.

And that’s why we’re in the sixth great 
extinction now. Everybody outside of a park or 
preserve has had cultural license to do whatever 
they want on their property, for example, just 
make [their whole property a] lawn. And that’s 
what has caused the problem. Everybody has a 
responsibility for good Earth stewardship. The 
people who are already connected with plants 
can be leaders in saying the goal now is not  
just to make pretty landscapes, but to make 
ecologically productive landscapes.

It’s a brand new goal, because for the last 
two centuries we’ve only focused on aesthetics. 

How pretty can we make it? Now the challenge is 
“can we make it pretty and productive at  
the same time?”

PFM: Is being a gardener concerned about 

or horticultural focus, mutually exclusive to being 
a good steward of your patch of land? Does one 
necessarily come at the expense of the other?

DT:  I’d like to challenge people to create really 
classy native landscapes as examples for others. 

We’ve done research in my lab that shows 
that there is room for compromise in our plant 
choices. We have found that you can have up to 

-
scape non-native as long as it’s not invasive—
nobody should be tolerating invasives—and 

natives.
A lot of our gardening, of course, is with 

perennials and annuals that, at least in terms 
of the food web contributions, provide much 

for pollinators, of course. But there is room for 
compromise.

Let’s say I own an acre and I dedicate a  
third of that acre to my conifer collection from 
around the world. That leaves two thirds of an 
acre. What am I going to do with this two thirds?  
Will it be lawn? Or will it be productive natives? 
That’s what I’m talking about. 

PFM: Your new book is called The Nature of  
Oaks. Why are oaks crucial?

DT: There are four things that need to  
happen on all of our terrestrial landscapes.
First, we need to support the food webs we  
were talking about. Local food webs support  
the animal diversity out there and they run  
our ecosystems. The number of species in  
an ecosystem determines how functional it  

people on the planet, we need more  
ecosystem services than ever before. 

So we have to have hyper-productive  
landscapes. The plants that make them  
hyper-productive are essential. That’s  
one thing landscapes have to do. 

Doug Tallamy will also be  
a guest speaker in our spring 
virtual programs on May 6. 

His new book, The Nature  
of Oaks, is available for  
purchase together with  
registration for the event.  
For more information  
and to register, please visit  
gardenconservancy.org. 

“The amazing diversity of creatures is very rewarding and adds to the 
enjoyment of the garden. I love knowing that I have owls and bobcats and 

others that also inhabit my property. It isn’t just for me. How I care for it 

— Kathryn Herman, landscape architect, Open Days  
garden host, and Digging Deeper presenter
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Open Days 2021 
The other thing they have to do  

is support pollinators. Pollinators create  
the plant landscape. If we lose our pollinators, 
we lose most of the plants. We need a diverse  
community of pollinators, and I’m not talking  
just about bumblebees and honeybees. Those 
are generalists. I’m talking about the 4,000  
species of native bees that pollinate; one third  
of them can only reproduce on the pollen of  
particular plants.

The third thing that has to happen in our 
landscapes is watershed management. You have 
to have enough plants on your land so that all 
the rain that falls on your land stays on your 

management, and that requires lots of plant 
roots.

The fourth thing is to capture carbon. We 
have too much carbon in the air. Plants take 
carbon out of the air and, through photosyn-
thesis, they lock it up in their tissues and they 
pump it into the ground. Soils could hold up to 
seven times the amount of carbon that’s in the 
atmosphere right now if we had enough plants 
to put it there. That’s why having well-planted 
landscapes is so important in terms of climate 
change. 

How do oaks rank in those four things? Well, 
they’re number one in terms of supporting food 
webs. Nationwide, oaks support 900 species of 
caterpillars. There’s no other plant genus that 
comes close to that. They’re excellent at carbon 
sequestration and they have huge root systems. 
They’re excellent at watershed management. 

The only thing that oaks are not superior 
at is supporting pollinators because they’re 
wind-pollinated. However, there’s actually new 
evidence that a lot of our native bees go to oak 
catkins and gather the pollen; they just don’t 

So in terms of the four things that have to 
happen, oaks are number one or near number 
one for three of them. That’s why they’re so  
important. I want people to understand the  

oak in their yard is not just another tree. It’s an 
entire community of living things doing so  
much to strengthen our ecosystems. 

PFM: 
through Open Days is having the opportunity  
to learn from gardeners all across the country—

people have handled challenges you might be 
also facing in your own garden, and leave with 
new creative inspiration. 

DT:  Talking to somebody who knows how to do 
it, there’s nothing better than that in my view.
That’s what the old apprenticeships used to be 
all about in the Middle Ages. That’s how knowl-
edge was transferred in the past. It works. We 
should do more of that today.  

PFM: Especially in the current pandemic, we’re 
recognizing the importance of gardening for our 
mental health and wellness. Can you talk a bit 
about some of the pure joy of creating habitats 
that are highly functional?

DT:  To me, creating habitats is like going on 
an African safari and it’s really rewarding. I am 
trying to get people to look for what a plant is 
doing at the same time they are seeing what it 
looks like—it’s not replacing that joy of seeing 

plants can be bird feeders, too, if you choose the 
right plants. You can actually watch your birds 
forage for caterpillars in your trees, and bring 
food to the nest; these are all natural interac-

read about—nature lowers your blood pressure, 
lowers your corticosteroids, lowers your stress 
levels. All kinds of wonderful things happen when 
you experience the natural world. 

Plants also grow and change throughout  
the season, and the things that use the plants 
also change dramatically throughout the season. 
If you don’t tune into that, you’re missing a  
lot as well.

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
garden host, and Digging 
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Open Days Schedule 2021

CALIFORNIA CITY COUNTY/REGION DATE 
Keeyla Meadows Gardens & Art Albany San Francisco East Bay Sat 6/12 
Santa Clara Gardens Berkeley San Francisco East Bay Sat 6/12  
The Shartsis Gardens Piedmont San Francisco East Bay Sat 6/12  
The Garden at 520 Miner Road Orinda San Francisco East Bay Sat 6/12  
Valley View Garden Oakland San Francisco East Bay Sat 6/12

CONNECTICUT    
Jean Sander’s Garden Sandy Hook  Fairfield Sat 6/5  
The Blau Gardens Westport Fairfield Sun 6/6  
Inwood Cottage Garden Fairfield Fairfield Sun 6/6  
Garden of Kathryn Herman Fairfield Fairfield Sun 6/6  
Sleepy Cat Farm Greenwich Fairfield Sun 6/6  
Prospect Gardens Westport Westport Fairfield Sun 6/6  
Old Barlow’s Carriage House and Garden Ridgefield Fairfield Sat 6/12  
12 Bayberry Lane Greenwich Fairfield Sun 6/13  
Frances Palmer Weston Fairfield Sun 9/12  
Beaulieu-Lupacchino Gardens Manchester Hartford Sun 6/27  
The Murray Gardens Glastonbury Hartford Sun 6/27
Bear Run Tolland Tolland Sun 6/27  
Japanese Gardens at Cedar Hill Roxbury Litchfield Sat 6/5  
Bunny Williams Falls Village Litchfield Sun 6/20  
Church House—Page Dickey & Bosco Schell Falls Village Litchfield Sun 6/20  
Lee Link Sharon Litchfield Sun 6/20  
Jane Garmey West Cornwall Litchfield Sun 6/20  
The Sumacs Washington Litchfield Sat 6/26  
Appledore Washington Depot Litchfield Sat 6/26  
Brush Hill Gardens Washington Litchfield Sat 6/26  
Cobble Pond Farm Sharon Litchfield Sat 7/10  
Bunny Williams Falls Village Litchfield Sat 8/28  
Garden of Susan & Richard Kaminski Oxford New Haven Sat 8/14  
Reeds Gap West Residence Northford New Haven Sat 8/14 
The Garden of David & Janet Andrews  Cheshire  New Haven Sat 8/14 

KENTUCKY     
Lyncliffe Glenview Jefferson Sat 6/5 
Crockett Garden Louisville Jefferson Sat 6/5 
Barbara Tafel Louisville Jefferson Sat 6/5 
Cooper-Bush Garden Louisville Jefferson Sat 6/5 
Stopher Garden  Louisville Jefferson Sat 6/5  
Locust Hill  Prospect  Oldham Sat 6/5  

MAINE    
Braveboat Harbor Farm York York Sat 6/26  
Braveboat Harbor Farm York York Sun 6/27  

MASSACHUSETTS 
Goguen-Conzett Garden East Falmouth Barnstable Sat 6/26  
Gulf Road Homestead South Dartmouth Bristol Sat 7/24  
Stoney Ground South Dartmouth Bristol Sat 7/24  
Garden of John & Judith Tankard Edgartown Dukes Sat 7/10  
85 South Water Street Edgartown Dukes Sat 7/10  
Holmes Coffin Garden Edgartown Dukes Sat 7/10  
Seaside Farm Marblehead Essex Sun 7/25  
Grey Gulls Marblehead Essex Sun 7/25  

We’re delighted to resume Open Days garden visiting in Charleston, SC, with the return of the  
Spoleto Festival on May 26, and in other states beginning in early June. For everyone’s safety, please 
remember to wear masks and maintain social distancing at all Open Days events. Pre-registration  
is also required; paper tickets, cash, and checks will not be accepted on site at the gardens.  
Registrations for Open Days in Charleston should be made online at spoletousa.org; most others must 
be made on gardenconservancy.org. If you are unable to book online, please call us at 845.424.6500, 
M-F, 9-5 Eastern, to make your reservation. 

The list of 2021 Open Day gardens below is organized by state, then county, then date. The  
information is valid as of March 15, 2021, and is subject to change. Please check our website  
for the latest information.
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MASSACHUSETTS continued CITY COUNTY/REGION DATE

NEW HAMPSHIRE    

NEW JERSEY   

NEW YORK   
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NEW YORK continued CITY COUNTY/REGION DATE

PENNSYLVANIA 

RHODE ISLAND    

SOUTH CAROLINA    

TENNESSEE    

VERMONT    

WASHINGTON    

WISCONSIN     

Garden Conservancy Open Days 2021   I   gardenconservancy.org



We are thrilled to be able to welcome you back for our 26th season of garden  
visiting! A limited number of Open Days events are planned across the country,  
beginning on May 29 in Charleston, SC, with our partnership with the Spoleto  
Festival USA and Charleston Horticultural Society.  

We remain committed to providing access to some of America’s most creative  
and phenomenal gardens through Open Days. In order to do that safely, in light  
of the pandemic, we’ve made several big changes and enhancements to the  
program this year.

Please read the information below carefully, as it is intended to ensure a safe,  
contactless, paperless, and seamless garden visiting experience for our guests  
as well as our generous garden hosts.

• Pre-registration will be REQUIRED for all 2021 Open Days, Digging Deeper,  
and Garden Masters Series programs.

• Online registration should be done on our website, gardenconservancy.org.

• Masks are required and social distancing is expected at ALL in-person events.

• Paper tickets, cash, and checks will not be accepted on-site at Open Days 
gardens.

We are developing an online registration system, which will go live in May, prior  
to the beginning of the Open Days season. Please keep an eye on your email  
for the most up-to-date registration information from us. 

Our goal for the new electronic registration system is to make signing up easy!

• We will create online accounts for everyone — member or nonmember —  
who has purchased paper tickets online from us since 2018. Using your email  
address, you will be able to access your account on our website.

• Send your previously purchased paper tickets by July 1 to the Garden  
Conservancy, PO Box 608, Garrison, NY 10524, and we will convert them  
to online credits. Please be sure to include your name, address, and  
email address.

• Online credits will be redeemable for Open Days AND our virtual programs!

• We will also convert complimentary member passes for 2020 and 2021  
into online credits that will be added to your account. You can also use these 
complimentary member credits to register for Open Days and for our virtual  
programs. The process is being designed to be simple and straightforward!

• Members will continue to receive a discount on registrations for all  
Garden Conservancy events and a 50% discount on Open Days.

Important updates on the new electronic system will be coming from us to your 
email inbox. Please also visit gardenconservancy.org for answers to many of  
your questions about these changes; we will keep the information on the website  
as current as possible. To remain flexible in our scheduling as the pandemic evolves, 
we are not printing an Open Days Directory in 2021.

Thank you so much for being a part of Open Days! We look forward  
to seeing you in the garden!

Big Changes for Open Days!  
A New Look for Garden Visiting

Hold your phone camera  
over this code to access  
gardenconservancy.org/ 
opendays directly.



Garden Conservancy News  I  April 2021  I  11

Virtual Programs Reach New Audiences
Following the success of the Fall 2020 
Literary Series, our Winter/Spring Virtual 

and a topical miniseries is well underway.
We are humbled and amazed by the 

overwhelming support for our virtual 
programs; registrations regularly reach into 
the hundreds. In fact, our recent program 
“Vaux-le-Vicomte: France’s Best-Kept 
Secret,” 
Alexander de Vogüé, drew nearly 700 
registrants, our biggest audience to date! 
By March 15, more than 325 new members 
had also joined the Garden Conservancy in 
conjunction with registering for a webinar. 
We’re especially delighted to connect with 
gardening enthusiasts in new places across 
the country. 

-
ming models and new opportunities for 
engagement. Last month, we presented 
“Culture Bridge: Gardens as Community 
Connectors,” a two-part miniseries  
featuring “MacArthur genius” Walter Hood, 
the principal landscape designer for the  
garden renovation at the Oakland Museum  
of California (OMCA)—a project being  
supported through a multi-year grant from 
the Garden Conservancy. The renovation  
will open up additional points of access to 
the museum’s gardens. The series also  
featured Lori Fogarty, executive director  
of the Oakland Museum of California, and  

Cultural Resources. As the Oakland Museum 

space for everyone and foster vibrant  
communities. 

On April 15, we are being joined  

Spring at Clove Brook Farm,  
Millbrook, NY. Learn about the  
full year in the farm in Christopher 
Spitzmiller’s virtual program  
on April 29. 

by Ximena Nazal, the 
founder of the internation-

StudioXero in Santiago, Chile, 
which specializes in designing  
gardens that are responsive  
to the realities of desert  
encroachment, climate 
change, and other anthro-
pogenic factors. Her designs 
remind us that gardens can  
be multi-functional spaces  
that contribute to human 
wellbeing, while also providing 
solutions to intractable  
environmental challenges. 

We also look forward  
to a presentation by ceramist 
and Garden Conservancy 
board member Christopher  
Spitzmiller  
His garden, Clove Brook Farm 
in Millbrook, NY, is among the 
most popular destinations in 
our Open Days program.  

joined by Doug Tallamy,  
 

environmentalists in the 
 

story, Doug calls upon gardeners to utilize our  
wonderful abundance of native plants to support  
thriving, productive ecosystems. 

Artist wraps up 
-

er’s Journey Into the Garden.” A celebrated landscape 
painter, Christian has brought exquisite heretofore  
unrecorded private gardens to the public through his 
vivid expressions in watercolor, oil, and gouache.

Our in-person programs are set to resume  
in May, starting with a Digging Deeper  
presentation on “Fearless Color: Vibrant  
Habitat Gardens” by Keeyla Meadows in  
Albany, CA. The Garden Conservancy is  

Masters Series and Digging Deeper programs 
across the country this year, featuring intimate 
talks by leading gardeners and experts. 

Our garden-based programming, mostly 
held at private gardens, are a signature feature 
of the Garden Conservancy. Through these  
programs, you will hear from other passionate 
gardeners about how they’ve tackled design 

challenges in their gardens; how they  
incorporate arts into their landscapes; what 
they’ve learned from decades of trial and  
error; how they create spaces that are  
intimately connected to a sense of place;  
how they create vibrant habitat in their  
gardens; and much more! 

We encourage you to visit our website, 
gardenconservancy.org, to see our full lineup 
of upcoming virtual, Digging Deeper, and  
Garden Masters Series programs, as well as 
Open Days. Space for these programs is very 
limited and we anticipate that many will sell  
out quickly.

In-Person Educational Programs Set to Resume Garden Conservancy educational 
programs are made possible in 
part by the Coleman and Susan 
Burke Distinguished Lecture Fund, 
Lenhardt Education Fund, and the 
Celia Hegyi Matching Grant, with 
additional support from Ritchie 
Battle, Mrs. Camille Butrus,  
Melissa and John Ceriale, and 
Susan and William McKinley

Thank you also to John S. Troy, 
FASLA (John S. Troy, Landscape  
Architect, Inc.) for his support of 
“Culture Bridge.”
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Deadly Winter Storm Leaves its Mark on the John Fairey Garden
February brought ice and sub-freezing 
temperatures to Texas residents and also 
resulted in severe damage to the state’s 

-
tive director at the John Fairey Garden, 
in Hempstead, TX, reached out to the 
Garden Conservancy with the news that 
“the appearance of the garden is going to 

too early to accurately assess the perma-
nent damage, it is likely some plants will 
not recover and that others may require 
horticultural “intensive care.” Randy views 
the garden through an objective lens, 
one rooted in acceptance and certainty in 
nature’s process. ”The… damage from the 

is also an extraordinary beauty there, a 
subtlety to the colors and textures.” 

The John Fairey Garden has an 
important collection of over 3,000 rare, 
drought-tolerant plants native to the 

mountains of Mexico and Asia. The 
Garden Conservancy guided strategic 
planning and collections management 
initiatives for the garden, and helped form 

Conservation Foundation, after the  
garden’s name was changed in honor 
of its creator, John Fairey, who died last 
year.)  We also hold a conservation ease-
ment on the property, protecting it in 
perpetuity. This year, the garden is one of 
the recipients of our Gardens for Good 
grants (see facing page), which will help as 

-
tions and assessing what measures are 
needed to help the collection recover.

The extreme weather brought the 
lowest temperatures that any of the  
John Fairey Garden plants had ever 
experienced. Temperatures were below 
freezing for six or seven days, with a low 
of eight degrees Fahrenheit one night. 
Randy observed that “even with plants 
that have a history of weathering freezes, 

A rare winter snowstorm and deep freeze in February transformed the landscape at the John Fairey  
Garden in Texas.  Photos by Randy Twaddle 
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“Gardens for Good” Grants Announced
In February 2021, the Garden Conservancy  
launched a new annual initiative, Gardens  
for Good. This program allows us to award  
“mini-grants” to gardens or organizations  
that are making a significant impact in  
their communities through garden-based  
programming.

The Garden Conservancy is honored  
to support the work of the following  
organizations, which have each been  
awarded a $5,000 grant:
Gaiety Hollow, Salem, OR
The Elizabeth Lawrence Garden  
House & Garden, Charlotte, NC
Project EATS, New York, NY
Southside Community Land Trust,  
Providence, RI
The Anne Spencer House &  
Garden Museum, Lynchburg, VA
Sylvester Manor Educational Farm,  
Shelter Island, NY
Walnut Way Conservation Corp.,  
Milwaukee, WI

The Gardens of Alcatraz, San Francisco, CA Photo by Marion Brenner   Inset: A crew of garden volunteers from Clif Bar & Company on the steep terrain of the Gardens of  
Alcatraz in San Francisco, CA, in 2013  Photo by Shelagh Fritz

Project EATS, New York City

In addition, we also awarded a $10,000 grant  
to the John Fairey Garden, Hempstead, TX, to 
help the garden recover from the ravages of the 
recent winter storm in Texas. We also awarded a 
$13,000 grant to the Gardens of Alcatraz, San 
Francisco, CA, to purchase an all-terrain vehicle  
for the garden’s horticultural staff and volunteers.

The gardens selected represent a cross- 
section of gardens and organizations, all  
nonprofits. Many of them are small organizations 
with whom we partner in our preservation work, 
Open Days, or in other educational programs.  
A few are new friends brought to our attention  
by our members and partners. We are delighted  
to support their valuable contributions to their  
communities across the country.

Gardens for Good grew out of a desire to  
reach out to and support small gardens and 
garden-related organizations facing challenges  
of the pandemic while doing great preservation 
work and serving their communities in many  
ways. We are grateful for the generosity of  
donors and attendees of our 2020 Virtual  
Holiday Toast, who helped make possible  
the first round of grants.
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Springtime in the Pacific Northwest 
is prime garden season, with flashy 
blooms of rhododendrons, sweet-
smelling daphnes, and herbaceous 
natives such as Pacific Coast iris and 
“Camas lilies” (Camassia), to name just 
a few of the early arrivals that thrive 
in the region. Last year, just as they 
were bursting into bloom, gardens in 
the Northwest, like others around the 
country, had to shut their doors due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. This year, 
spring holds a special joy and a  
much-needed boost for us all. 

At a recent Virtual Coffee Hour of 
the Garden Conservancy Northwest 
Network (GCNN) in February, mem-
bers talked about planning for spring 
openings and the return to in-person 
programming. They are both relieved 
and excited that visitors will be able to 
experience the special beauty of spring 
at their gardens in person once again. 
Susan Goodell, the garden manager at 
Lake Wilderness Arboretum in Maple 

Spring in the Air at Garden Conservancy Northwest Network Virtual Coffee Hours 

Blithewood Garden: History in Our Hands
Our partnership with Bard College to 
rehabilitate historic Blithewood Garden in 
Annandale-on-Hudson, NY, is moving into 
exciting territory. As planning for construc-
tion (really, re-construction) continues, we 
have been fortunate to receive generous 

support for comprehensive documentation 
of this important example of early 20th-
century American garden design.

We are grateful to have received a 
$100,000 donation for the documenta-
tion of Blithewood, which will enable us to 
capture and record the rehabilitation of 
this historic garden. It will also allow us to 
research, catalog, and interpret archival 
information and interview key figures in the 
garden’s evolution. We are excited to learn 
what new insights into Blithewood’s story 
will be revealed from this work.

An artifact that was found in storage at 
Bard College is one example of a particularly 
promising archival discovery: a vintage draw-
ing of Blithewood’s landscape plan by its 
architect Francis Hoppin, likely made close 
to the time the garden was created, in 1903. 
Hoppin (1866-1941) was trained at MIT and 
the École des Beaux Arts in Paris; his other 
commissions include The Mount, Edith 
Wharton’s summer house in Lenox, MA, and 
several important municipal buildings in 
New York City. 

The plan has many layers of significance. 
As the architect’s drawing that was used for 
the original construction of the garden, it 

embodies Hoppin’s aesthetic intention and 
provides an immediate link to the history 
of the site. As an artifact from this period, 
the drawing is also evidence of the Hudson 
River Valley’s role in the evolution of the 
American aesthetic in landscape design. As 
an architect’s work product, it is a record 
of early 20th-century American landscape 
design and drafting techniques.

The drawing, which is a little under 
seven feet long and three feet wide, is on 
a woven textile, sometimes referred to as 
“drafting linen” or “drafting cloth.” At the 
turn of the 20th century, architects and 
landscape architects used this material for 
technical drawings before more modern 
synthetic materials were developed. It was 
intended to be taken on-site for reference 
during construction. Today, the drawing is 
quite fragile due to its age (more than  
115 years) and because drafting linen is 
highly susceptible to decay and damage 
from water and high humidity. It will be  
preserved by a professional conservator  
as part of the documentation of Blithewood 
Garden, and then studied carefully for  
what it may tell us about the garden’s  
original design.Original landscape plan for Blithewood Garden,  

circa 1903. Image courtesy of Bard College 

Valley, WA, shared, “Spring 
is a magical time when 
the garden awakens and 
comes alive. Last year, 
that magic occurred  
without an audience.  
This year, the arboretum 
is eager to welcome 
visitors to experience 
the re-awakening and to 
discover new beauty as it 
unfolds each day.” 

Pam Wasson,  
executive director at  
the Lord & Schryver  
Conservancy in Salem, OR, 
is excited to resume Gaiety 
Hollows Open Gardens days this spring. 
“After enduring a year of pandemic-related 
restrictions, Oregon’s wildfires, and recent 
devastating ice storms, we believe the  
public will be ready to stroll our beautiful, 
manicured gardens this spring.”  

The GCNN, a collective of small public 
gardens, botanic gardens, city parks, and 

plant societies in the Pacific Northwest,  
provides resource-sharing, networking, 
and professional education for  
members. The Garden Conservancy 
hosts regular Virtual Coffee Hours for 
GCNN members, to gather around the 
virtual table, share resources, and  
connect peer-to-peer. 

Douglas iris (Iris douglasiana), one of several Pacific Coast iris species
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Speaking out for gardens at risk is one of the Garden Conservancy’s preservation priorities.  
 

Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic Garden, in Arcadia, CA. Los Angeles County  
 

 
plan would jeopardize as many as 425 trees, some of which are 70 years old and over  
100 feet tall. 

The Arboretum is operated under a public/private partnership between the LA County  
 

home to plant collections from all over the world, including many rare and endangered  
species. It is a garden with a purpose and a rich history, providing much needed green space  
for LA County residents and visitors. With its many research greenhouses, a library of over 
30,000 books, numerous historic structures, and robust educational programming, the  
Arboretum is a vital public resource. In 2015, the Arboretum opened “Crescent Farm,” a  

 

Marathon Man, Hitchcock’s Notorious, and the TV series Mission Impossible and Dallas.

“water wars” are legendary, and the political and jurisdictional layers involved in watershed 
management are complex.

County Supervisor to voice opposition to locating the storm water facility in this beautiful 
landscape, and putting this garden and its trees at risk. We are very pleased to learn from the 
Arboretum’s CEO, Richard Schulhof, that pressure from the Garden Conservancy and many  
others may prove to be successful. At this point, it is unclear whether the Arboretum will be 
spared, but the strong show of community support has motivated the Rio Hondo/San Gabriel 
River Water Quality Group to look at other options for siting the treatment facility.  

The Garden Conservancy will continue to use our voice to advocate for garden preservation, 
“speaking for the trees” and for the historic and artistic qualities of American gardens at risk. 

Advocacy: “Speaking for the Trees”

The Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic Garden, Arcadia, CA

Time may be running out for the 
iconic McGinley Garden, an Ellen 
Biddle Shipman landscape in Milton, 
MA, where the developer who  
purchased the property intends to 
raze the entire site. In April 2020, 
James Hall submitted letters to the 
Mass Housing Authority (the agency 
that has given initial site approval 

urging the preservation of the his-
toric garden. The McGinley Garden 
is a part of American landscape 
design heritage, designed by the 
pioneering landscape architect Ellen 
Shipman at the height of her career 

touches on the career of Edith 
Schryver, who produced drawings 

with Elizabeth Lord to open Lord & 

Conservancy shared the McGinley 
Garden with the public several times 

our Open Days program.
A ruling from the local zoning 

board of appeals is due by July 13, 
2021, but it could continue to be 
argued in land court. Local residents 
and preservationists have engaged 

stacked against them. Continued 
pressure from the public could 

 

to save this important garden, 
please sign an online petition at 
Change.org. Information and his-
tory on the garden can be found in 
Judith Tankard’s book, Ellen Shipman 
and the American Garden

the Library of American Landscape 
History, 2018).  

McGinley Garden, Milton, MA      
Photo by Judith Tankard
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Spring is here! Treat yourself to  
a Garden Conservancy membership.
What better way to rejuvenate this spring than by connecting  
with a community that shares your interests and passion for  
gardens?  
to in-person programs, now is a great time to invest in you!

Your membership will advance the meaningful work of the Garden  
Conservancy and the vital activities that support our mission to preserve, 
share, and celebrate America’s gardens and gardening traditions.

Make special memories with loved ones and treat them  
to a gift membership this Mother’s or Father’s Day. 

 
to safely return to in-person garden-visiting. Our new electronic system 

 
for admission to Open Days or our virtual programs. Members also  
receive special pricing for all of our events.

Purchase a gift membership and your recipient will receive  
a complimentary, limited-edition set of notecards featuring  
artwork by Marion McEvoy.

Memberships start at just $50, include exclusive member  

Learn more and join us by visiting  
gardenconservancy.org/membership  
or call 845.424.6500, M-F, 9-5 ET. 




