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People in Glass Houses 
Inside these walls, the nature of the Bauhaus movement is crystal clear. 
WRITTEN AND PRODUCED BY TOVAH MARTIN

Family cat Curious George 
lives outdoors vicariously 
thanks to the glass wall in 
the home’s open-plan living/
dining room. The cleverly 
designed fireplace features 
sunken cavities to hold 
firewood and hide andirons. 
A gray built-in L-shaped sofa 
came with the house.

Dana and Joe Arndt 
were not convinced they wanted 
to go the glass-house route until 
they saw the light. Literally. When 
the husband and wife walked into 
the Martin Bloom-designed house 

in Swampscott, Massachusetts, 
and felt the boundaries between 
indoors and out disappear, the 
deal was clinched, especially after 
spending several years inside a 
dark and slightly claustrophobic 
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colonial. Ultimately, the couple 
decided to waive the walls  
and raise their newborn son 
close to nature.  

The Arndts were always drawn to 
midcentury modern—from afar. Fully 
conversant in the Bauhaus movement, 
they hadn’t encountered the right fit  
until Dana stumbled upon the North 
Shore listing. Even so, when the couple 
arrived at the house for the showing, 
its strong horizontal lines initially 
didn’t speak to them. “But the minute 
we walked in, the landscape stepped 
out, and it was suddenly an expansive 
vertical space,” says Dana Arndt. “It was 
an amazing surprise. As soon as you’re 

TOP TO BOTTOM: Extended by an open 
carport, the house presents a strong linear 
profile nestled into its landscape. In the 
side courtyard, the foliage of a Japanese 
maple dialogues with the red stems of Baton 
Rouge dogwood offset by the black-stained 
moon gate; Boston Fence and Vinyl custom 
made the Japanese-inspired feature. The 
homeowners decided that the front door 
needed accenting, so they opted for a shade 
of lipstick red (Benjamin Moore Red 2000-
10). 

“IT WAS AN  
AMAZING  
SURPRISE. AS 
SOON AS YOU’RE 
INSIDE, YOU’RE 
OUTSIDE.”

—HOMEOWNER  
DANA ARNDT



76

Here& There | PAST PERFECT

inside, you’re outside.” 
The masterwork of Martin Bloom 

(1927–2017), the house was his first 
project as a newly minted architect and 
student of Walter Gropius and Josep 
Lluís Sert at Harvard University.  
Commissioned by his sister, Phyllis  
Patkin, and her husband, Bloom 
designed the seminal ode to form and 
function in 1957. Located on a two-acre 
lot, Bloom’s design features banks of 
windows facing the wooded backyard 
so that the landscape would always take 
centerstage. (The architect ultimately 

TOP TO BOTTOM: For the dining room, 
homeowner Dana Arndt wanted to 
bring in organic forms to offset the 
strong geometry of the house, so 
she and her husband hand-finished 
an English elm slab purchased from 
Berkshire Products in Sheffield, 
Massachusetts, and turned it into their 
dining room table; the pendant light 
fixture is by Bertjan Pot for Moooi. The 
kitchen cabinetry showcases original 
Herman Miller signature hardware.

LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

CONSULTATION:  
Barry Archung, Fine Gardens

ARCHITECTURE:  
Martin Bloom
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embarked on a highly successful career 
in the design of theaters.) 

When the Arndts bought the house 
from Patkin in 2013, the interiors were 
in pristine condition, but the property 
needed finessing. For the garden design, 
they turned to Barry Archung, who bond-
ed with the project immediately. Playing 
off the black fence and moon gate the 
Arndts installed, Archung selected 
foliage rather than flowering plants, 
inserting variegated and chartreuse 
creeping jenny, hellebores, hostas, and 
hakonechloa for color bursts, and going 
with groupings for impact. 

The family is ecstatic with the result. 
“People wonder why we don’t have 
curtains,” Arndt says. “We never want to 
block the seasons out. It’s the best show 
on earth; we don’t want to miss a thing.” 
Highly cognizant of their role in the 
continuum of an important house, the 
couple feels strongly about stewardship. 
As Arndt sums it up, “We are the keepers 
of the story.” 

The Arndt glass house gardens will be  
open to the public in 2021 during the 
Garden Conservancy’s Open Days. Visit 
gardenconservancy.org for information.
 
EDITOR'S NOTE: For details, see Resources.

TOP TO BOTTOM: The long, lean 
bedroom faces northeast with 
a privacy wall silhouetting 
its own pocket garden; the 
wooden partition hides 
closet and storage space and 
creates a secluded dressing 
room. Garden designer 
Barry Archung pruned the 
existing rhododendrons in the 
bedroom’s pocket garden and 
added bamboo and a Dutch 
yew that he top dressed with 
polished stones. 


