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Garden Conservancy News

�

Garden Conservancy Open Days showcase beautiful gardens around the country.  
Behind every great garden, there’s a garden creator. Or several. And behind every Open Day, 
there are dedicated regional ambassadors, generous garden hosts, and friendly volunteers.  

Meet a few of the many people who make Open Days such a vibrant and engaging community.

Read more about 2019 Open Days on page 6
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From the President
A Gardener’s Generosity 

Just last week I had lunch with a longtime  
Open Days host. She spoke very compellingly about 
how important she felt it was to make her garden 
accessible to all sorts of people. For this gardener, 
it has always been, and continues to  
be, crucial to share with others the joy that the  
act of gardening brings. It is exactly this spirit of 
generosity upon which our much loved Open  
Days program is founded.

Our discussion over lunch that day also reminded me of something I’ve  
felt for a long time: that the garden is a “gateway.” It is well-nigh impossible 
to garden for very long without wondering about your environment. One day 
you’ve picked up a six pack of pansies from a big box store, and, before you 
know it, you’re Googling pollinator-friendly native perennials! It has often been 
said that the garden is where we as humans try to recreate the idea of para-
dise. I think this may be true—although we will go to extreme measures to  
keep deer away from our hostas—mostly we seek to share both the beauty 
and the lessons to be found in our own little slices of paradise.

The Garden Conservancy Open Days program speaks to this urge  
to share. The hundreds of garden hosts who have opened their private  
horticultural enclaves over the years embody this spirit. The passion that 
arises from watching the seasonal change in the blooms and leaves inspires 
many of our hosts to open two or three times each year. Gardens are truly  
the only art form where continual change and evolution is an essential part  
of the medium. I’ve occasionally heard someone say, “Oh, I saw that garden 
last year.” I don’t bother to try to explain that that garden was not only  

 
spirit of gardening will overtake them, and they will understand.

This year we have reminded our friends new and old that discovery and 
exploration are essential parts of the Open Days experience. Unlike a park, 
or a botanical garden that has regular hours, the private gardens that open 

weeks ahead for their devoted visitors, who in similar fashion begin planning 
their sojourns from the moment their Open Days Directory arrives in the mail. 
Each garden becomes, for just a few hours, the gathering space of a unique 
community—a group of like-minded and curious enthusiasts. Whether a small 
urban garden of containers, a lush vegetable garden producing a bumper 
crop of summer treats, or a full-on estate dotted with monumental sculptures, 

personal story, generously shared by the garden creator. Like gardens them-

Seek, explore, discover, delight, and engage in the generous conversation  
that is a garden. 
 
 

James Brayton Hall
President and CEO



Garden Conservancy News  I  April 2019  I  3

News Briefs
Kids Surrounded by Greenery Grow Up Happier
Many people intuitively believe nature is 
good for us. A 2018 study in Denmark now 
provides statistical evidence of nature’s 
impact on our well-being, concluding that 
children who grow up surrounded by green 
space have 55% less risk of developing 
mental health problems later in life. The 
study, conducted by researchers at Aarhus 
University in Denmark, analyzed data on 
approximately one million Danish children 
born between 1985 and 2003 and living in 
the country at the age of 10. The study was 
published in the journal Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences of the United 
States of America and reported by Fast  
Company magazine on March 1, 2019.

In March, our former Vice President 
for Finance and Administration, Donna 
Mortensen, was formally recognized as 
COO. It acknowledges the larger role 
she has been playing in the organization, 

resources, facilities, and administration, 
says President and CEO James Hall.  
For many years, Donna “has kept this 
place running smoothly.”

After earning a bachelor’s degree in 

SUNY New Paltz, Donna worked for the 
-

cial reporting for the Conservancy during 
its very early days, when checks were 
handwritten and records kept in paper 

institutions, and in July 2006 she joined 

As the Garden Conservancy grew 
as an organization, so did Donna’s role. 
Her part-time position became full-time. 
She took on responsibility for human 
resources issues and facilities manage-
ment in 2014 and, starting in August 2016, 

served as Acting 
Executive Director 
for ten months. Her 
increased involve-
ment in Garden 
Conservancy events, 
tours, and programs 
across the board “give the numbers a 
much stronger meaning,” Donna says. 
She also was instrumental in organizing 
a strategic planning review with a cultural 

This current project will inform the  
continued evolution of the Conservancy.  

The Gardener documentary, starring Garden Conservancy founder Frank 
Cabot and his impressive gardens at Les Quatre Vents in Quebec, was  
released in the United States in early 2018 and in Australia in the fall. It  

 

To order DVDs or video recordings, or to inquire about scheduling further 
screenings, please contact the US distributor, Gravitas Ventures, at 
gravitasventures.com. 

 Beatrix Farrand’s American  
Landscapes, 
noted public garden designer Lynden B. Miller as she explores 

architect, Beatrix Farrand (1872-1959). For more information and 
the schedule of screenings, please visit the Beatrix Farrand Garden 
Association’s website at www.beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org.
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Preservation

Pamela Governale, the Garden 
Conservancy director of preser-
vation, traveled to Peckerwood 
Garden in Hempstead, TX, to 
conduct the annual conservation 
easement monitoring in February. 
While there, she also toured the 
renovated greenhouse and nurs-

systems have been installed. The 

updates and monitor greenhouse 
conditions using their cellphones 
and to adjust the temperature, 
humidity, and water remotely, as 
needed. This has improved Peck-
erwood’s ability to conserve important horticultural 

Peckerwood’s recently relaunched nursery  
operations are using the original site of the legendary 

-

ture, Adam Black, hopes the nursery 

creator John Fairey’s exceptional  
collection of Mexican plants, as  
well as other rare and popular  
specimens. 

With all this increased productiv-
ity, Peckerwood has brought Craig 

involved with the garden as a vol-
unteer for several years, working on 
projects such as mapping the garden 
collections, and is now serving in a 

that the nursery inventory is  
steadily growing, with many exciting species in the 

 

collectors and other gardens out of the immediate 
region.

New nursery and collections manager 
Craig Jackson in the renovated green-
house at Peckerwood Garden,  
Hempstead, TX

The Garden Conservancy Documentation Program 
-

gardens. Our archivist Julia Kloth has been charged 
with cataloging and synthesizing information from 

the collections of 
the gardens we are 
documenting.  

One of the major 
elements in each 
garden’s archival 
collection is the 
plant list. In compil-
ing comprehensive 

Hills and the John 
P. Humes Japanese 
Stroll Garden, both 
in New York, and 
the Chase Garden 
in Washington State, 
Julia was struck by 
the way both garden 
creators and plant 

from partnering.  
Some plants just 

seem to be made for 
each other—and perhaps some people, too. William 

DeFaya at the Humes Garden, and Ione and Emmott 

Chase all exemplify successful partnerships that 
resulted in beautifully orchestrated garden design. 
It should not be surprising, then, that their designs 
relied on the use of native plants and their natural 
allies, because plants, like people, are searching for 
partners that will bring out their best qualities and 
share their space with equanimity. 

in comparison. Good companions are said to en-
hance one another’s growth or, in some way, protect 
each other from harm. Some companion plants may 
help discourage pests through natural substances in 

-
panions can also act as living mulches—suppressing 
weeds and shading the soil, keeping roots moist and 
cool. “Nature—red in tooth and claw,” as the saying 
attributed to Tennyson famously describes—may 

but the truth is some species prefer to grow with 

providing ideal conditions for optimizing their unique 
traits. Good companions enjoy the same grow-
ing conditions without competing too aggressively. 
Plant diversity also contributes to a healthy thriving 
environment.

And so, Julia notes, our Documentation Program 
continues to illuminate the role of gardens in our 
lives and extract larger lessons from them.

Companion plantings at 
Chase Garden, Orting, WA 
Photo by Marion Brenner
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-
tion project that the Garden Conservancy has been 
working on with Bard College in Annandale-on- 

for Blithewood Garden was recently completed, 
bringing us closer toward the goal of returning this 

Blithewood, a Beaux-Arts gem on the banks of the 

of the 20th century by architect Francis Hoppin  
 

McKim, Mead & White).
The Garden Conservancy funded the condi-

tion report with a portion of an anonymous gift of 
$50,000 received in 2018 for the project. In addi-
tion to a comprehensive analysis of the conditions 
at Blithewood Garden, the report also provides a 
description of the historic development of the garden, 
recommendations for repair and treatment meth-
ods, measured drawings of architectural elements, 
sketches, and photographs. The report was prepared 

expert Matt Alexander. Matt has a deep appreciation 
for Blithewood Garden, saying that it was an honor 

his time on site, he reports, “by shifting my attention 
only slightly, I was able to simultaneously experience 

sunlit brick walls, the wind playing within the changing 
canopy foliage of nearby trees, the movement of light 
and shadow across the Catskill escarpment beyond 
the river, and even the cries of eagles circling on 
thermals directly above… I especially enjoyed observ-

ing the reaction of [visitors] entering its walls for the 

something special.”  

the rehabilitation work, allowing contractors, crafts-
men, and materials fabricators to bid on the project 
and provide cost estimates. The project has taken an 
important step forward and the Garden Conservancy 
continues to work with Bard College and the Friends 
of Blithewood Garden to plan the rehabilitation work, 
raise public awareness, and devise funding strategies.

Left, preservation expert 
Matt Alexander measures 
the slope of a retaining 
wall at Blithewood Garden. 
Right, deterioration of 
masonry structures at  
the garden. 

Created by acclaimed plantsmen Lester Hawkins and 
Marshall Olbrich and long celebrated for its collection 
of rare and unusual plants, Western Hills is turning  
60 this year. Located in Occidental in Sonoma County, 
the garden has been a destination for avid garden-
ers since the 1960s. Tim and Chris Syzbalski, owners 
of Western Hills for the last nine years, are planning 

Hogan, noted horticulturist and owner of Cistus  

iconic plants for sale from both the Cistus and  
Western Hills nurseries, many propagated at  
Western Hills. For more information about visiting  
the garden, see westernhillsgarden.org.

The Folly, a fanciful gazebo-like structure at the entrance 
of Western Hills. Photo courtesy of Tim Syzbalski
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Garden Conservancy Open Days: It Takes a Community 

�

�

“I learn something new from  
gardens every day. We simply  
need to open our eyes and our  
minds and enjoy.”

 
Mark your calendars  

for the May 5 Los Angeles Open Day.

Open Days
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“My garden is meant to be a  
welcoming sanctuary to friendly 
humans as well as non-humans.” 

�
�

�

�

�

 Visit Shobha’s garden on the 
May 18 Westchester County, NY, Open Day.

“There was something special,  
something powerful, about a  
beautiful garden in the city that 
speaks to all kinds of people.” 

�

  
Join Lynden at her June 12 National Speaker 
Series discussion about on the garden at the 
Frick Collection in New York City. She will 
also host a July 27 Digging Deeper in  
her Sharon, CT, garden.

 “My gardening life began when  
I was given a hellebore.”

�
�

� �

Visit Petite Vallée on the 
St. Louis Open Day, June 8.

Judy Ward in her garden, Petite Vallée, in Kirkwood, MO

Shobha Vanchiswar and her daughter, Mira,  
in their garden in Chappaqua, NY 
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Open Days

 

“I gave myself an education by going 
to as many Open Days as possible.” 

�

�

�

Join Joshua  
for a July 6 Garden Masters Series workshop  
during an Open Day on the East End of  
Long Island, NY.

“Unlike architecture, landscapes 
evolve and change. This makes 
them exciting but also fragile.”

�

 Join Maria for a July 13 Garden 
Masters Series program in this Chicago 
garden.

 “I don’t know a single gardener who 
isn’t an idea thief.”

�
�

�
�

 Join Tovah for a 
July 20 Digging Deeper in Roxbury, CT.

Joshua Werber Photo by Zandy Mangold

Joseph Gromacki’s Kelton House Farm in Fredonia, WI
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period for gardening, when native 
American varieties were being  
gathered by botanists such as John 
Bartram and Mark Catesby and 
shipped to England.” 

�

�

�

 Join Joe for his 
July 20 Garden Masters Series program in 
Fredonia, WI.

 “The prairies… can save the planet.”

�

�

Wait, 
Wait…Don’t Tell Me!)

What’s New in Open Days 2019 
 Garden Masters Series

study programs that bring garden connoisseurs together in exclusive, high-caliber land-
scapes with leading experts in horticulture and design. Engage with innovative thought 
leaders as we explore the philosophy of  garden creation, discuss design theory, and 
meet new friends in these intimate—and outstanding—garden-based programs.

We are also pleased to welcome back to Open Days this year a number of returning  
regions: Austin, TX; Milwaukee, WI; Chester County, PA; Delaware County, NY; San  
Francisco, CA; South Sound, WA; and Worcester County, MA. 

 It has been several years since we 
increased the admission for Open Days gardens. We believe that visits to Open Days still 
represent a phenomenal value. All proceeds from Open Days support the growth and 
expansion of the Garden Conservancy’s mission-based educational programming across 

on admission. We will still honor Open Days tickets purchased previously.

We believe that words matter. In the spirit of gratitude for our volunteers, we have  
begun to refer to our regional representatives as “Regional Ambassadors.” They are 
the people who help us advance our mission to save and share outstanding American 
gardens. Far more than simply representing the Conservancy, our ambassadors are  
our frontline advocates!

is our deep gratitude to everyone in the Open Days  
community—garden hosts, regional ambassadors, countless volunteers, and  
thousands of engaged visitors—all of whom make the Open Days experience vibrant  
and inspiring. We could not do it without you! Thank you!

�

 Cloud Gate

�
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Open Days

Visit Mettawa Manor on the Chicago North 
Shore Open Day, July 28.

 “Our pastime has become an obses-
sion… I love that it is never ending.”

�

�

Join Matthew and Andrew for a September 
14 Digging Deeper in their Columbia County, 
NY, garden.

“The best boss in the world is  
Mother Nature.”

Andrew Goetz and Matthew Malin

Maureen Ruettgers and an Open Days guest at the Gardens at Clock Barn, Carlisle, MA
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�

Open Days Directory,  

�

�

�

Visit the Gardens at Clock 
Barn during the September 14 Middlesex 
County, MA, Open Day.

“I like to play in the dirt. I like to get 

�

�

Enjoy Bird Haven Farm during the 
September 14 Hunterdon County, NJ, Open 
Day and a Digging Deeper that afternoon. 

“Environmentally responsible land-
scape management is based on a 
process, an understanding of how 
biological systems actually work.”

�

�
�

Explore 
Jardin du Buis during the September 14 
Hunderdon County, NJ, Open Day.

Master cider maker Steve Zaikowski at Bird Haven 
Farm, Pottersville, NJ

Andrea Filippone and Eric T. Fleisher of Jardin de 
Buis, Pottersville, NJ
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Below: Deborah Nevins 
transformed a degraded 
landscape around the 
Stavros Niarchos Cultural 
Center in Athens, Greece, 
using only Mediterranean 
plants.

Public Programs and Education
 

Our spring season’s headline speaker, renowned 
British garden designer Jinny Blom, launched our 
2019  National Speaker Series with talks in four cities: 
Charleston, SC; West Hollywood and Woodside, CA; 
and Palm Beach, FL. She was received with over-
whelming enthusiasm everywhere. 

Jinny’s talk on March 4 in Charleston, “Striking an 
Original Note—Creating Gardens for Our Time,” sold 
out. The talk, which we presented in partnership with 
the Preservation Society of Charleston, highlighted 
Jinny’s intuitive and sensitive approach to creating a 
garden around a historic Cotswold estate and her 
work designing a Chelsea Flower Show garden for 
Prince Harry’s charity, Sentebale, which won a silver-
gilt medal in 2013. We were thrilled to continue our 
partnership with the Preservation Society to present 

high-quality programming and to continue the discus-
sion on garden and landscape design in Charleston. 

While Jinny was in Charleston, Garden Conservancy 
chairman emeritus Ben Lenhardt also gave a tour 
of some of the city’s most important historical sites, 
including several fabulous private gardens that will be 
open during the Behind the Garden Gate Open Days on 
May 25 and June 1 this year, which we present in part-
nership with Spoleto Festival USA and the Charleston 
Horticultural Society.

Planet,” focused on her experience of designing the 
gardens and wider landscapes of Arijiju, a Kenyan 
estate located on the 32,000 acre Borana Conser-
vancy, which is used by nomadic herders and is home 
to threatened wildlife, including elephants, zebra, and 
22 black rhinos. In a unique conservation agreement, 
revenues from guests to Arijiju directly support the 
Borana Conservancy’s wildlife protection and security 

constructed in partnership with over 400 local work-
ers, illustrate the lasting environmental and social im-
pact of a major garden design and installation project. 
Special thanks to the Institute of Classical Architecture 

 
promoting the talk to their members. 

In northern California, we partnered with Filoli to 
bring Jinny to the San Francisco Bay Area, to speak 
in front of another sold-out crowd of 200! We are 
grateful to Filoli for partnering with us, and to the 

for promoting this event as well. Partnerships are 
invaluable in spreading the word about the Garden 
Conservancy and in introducing our organization to 

be aware of our national educational programs and 

Right: In Kenya, the gardens 
and landscapes Jinny Blom 
designed at Arijiju support 

of the surrounding wildlife 
preserve.
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garden preservation work. We look forward to many 
more successful collaborations in the future. 

-
cide the quarterly meeting of the Garden Conservancy 
board of directors, enabling them and local members 
to enjoy Jinny’s presentation.

Our National Speaker Series, now in its second 
year, brings experts and thought leaders in garden 
design and horticulture to multiple cities and allows 
them to share their ideas with as many of our con-

-
-

spective on gardens and design. To address some of 

“Striking an Original Note,” and a West Coast version, 

presentations to both audiences while still presenting 
a common central theme—that gardens are creations 

have great capacity to impact our world. 

The Making of a Green Oasis in Athens
On May 9, at the New York School of Interior Design  
in New York City, renowned landscape designer  
Deborah Nevins will present “The Making of a Garden 
Oasis in Athens.” She will describe the process of 
creating the landscape around what has been called 
one of the most important cultural and educational 
projects ever undertaken in Greece—the Stavros Niar-
chos Cultural Center and Park—home to the National 
Library and the National Opera House of Greece. 

Once completed, the park—formerly 40 acres of 
highly degraded land—will have been transformed 
into a spectacular celebration of native Greek plants 
that beautifully mirrors the native landscape. It will 

be one of the largest public spaces in Europe created 
with only Mediterranean, drought-tolerant plants.  

 
a core principle of all Deborah Nevins & Associates 
projects—that good design must go beyond the  
simply beautiful to also embrace sustainability. 

Deborah will also present this talk for us in the fall, 
on October 16 at the Atlanta History Center, where we 
are very pleased to be partnering with the Cherokee 
Garden Library, and on October 18 at the Chicago  
Botanic Garden, a longtime educational program 
partner of the Garden Conservancy. 

Garden of the Arts & Crafts Movement
Judith Tankard is a celebrated author, landscape 
historian, and preservation consultant who has 
coauthored numerous books and articles on garden 

in West Hollywood, CA, we are partnering with the 
Institute of Classical Architecture and Art’s Southern 
California chapter to present an illustrated talk,  
“Gardens of the Arts & Crafts Movement.” Tankard, 
a longtime Garden Conservancy supporter and 
member, will give insight into the minds of the move-
ment’s creative geniuses including William Morris, 
Gertrude Jekyll, and other lesser known designers, and 
the movement’s lasting impact on American garden 
design—including on several gardens that the  
Garden Conservancy has helped preserve.    

We are also cosponsoring four talks by Judith that 

The talks have a similar title, “A Sense of Harmony: 

one, in New York City on April 1, sold out. Judith is also 
presenting in Charleston on April 23, in Chicago on 
May 8, and in Philadelphia on May 14. 

Left: The garden at Snowshill 
Manor, Gloucestershire, from 
Judith Tankard’s book on Arts 
and Crafts gardens. Photo © 

National Trust Images Nick Meers

Continued on page 14
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From left to right: David Culp, Martha Stewart, Lisa Roper, and Troy Scott Smith

Mark your calendars for the ninth Hollister House Garden  
Study Weekend, the weekend after Labor Day. A day-long  
symposium, “Garden Visions,” presented by Hollister House 
Garden and the Garden Conservancy, is the keystone event  
on Saturday, September 7, and features four inspiring  
speakers:

David Culp, author, garden designer, and frequent  
Open Days host in Pennsylvania, “Making Meadows”

Martha Stewart, television host and author, “My Life in  
Four Gardens”

Lisa Roper, horticulturist, “The Evolution of Chanticleer’s  
Gravel Garden”

Troy Scott Smith, head gardener at Sissinghurst  

The symposium will moderated by Stephen Orr, editor-in-chief 
of Better Homes & Gardens. For more details and to register for 
the symposium, please visit hollisterhousegarden.org. 

 
will follow, together with a sale of rare and unusual plants at  
Hollister House Garden. For more details on the Open Day, 
please see gardenconservancy.org/opendays.

continued from page 13 

 
Collection in New York City. Courtesy of the Garden Museum, London

Restoring the 70th Street Garden  
at the Frick
The small viewing garden on 70th Street at the Frick 
Collection in New York City has been the focus of 

of a green space 
that was designed 
in 1977 by famed 
British designer 

intended to be 
viewed from within 
the museum or 
through an iron 
fence on the 
street. When the 
Frick proposed a 
museum expan-
sion that would 
have resulted in 
the destruction of 
the garden, there 
was an eruption  
of international 
condemnation. 

The Frick Collection has now announced a new plan 
that will preserve the 70th Street Garden. 

On June 12, the Garden Conservancy will partner 

70th Street Garden at the Frick,” a three-way conver-
sation between leading preservationist and green-
space advocate Lynden Miller, Garden Conservancy 
President and CEO James Brayton Hall, and Richard 
Southwick of Beyer Blinder and Belle, the architec-
ture group responsible for the restoration of all the 

garden, the outpouring of support for its preser-
vation, and the current project to document and 
restore the historic garden as a part of the museum 
expansion project. The Garden Conservancy publicly 

thrilled to have the opportunity to partner with the 
Frick to tell this preservation story.

The 2019 National Speaker Series is made  
possible in part by generous contributions from the 
Coleman and Susan Burke Distinguished Lecture 
Fund, Lenhardt Education Fund, and the Kayne  
Challenge Fund. 

Visit gardenconservancy.org for more information 
on these and all of our educational programs.
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The Open Days season is here and we hope you  
will explore this year’s unique and extraordinary  

 members receive  

Open Days admission tickets. You can order  
by calling 845.424.6500 (M-F, 9-5 Eastern) or  
visit gardenconservancy.org (just click on the  
shopping cart icon).

 
educational opportunities across the country to  
learn and connect with like-minded, passionate  
garden enthusiasts. Members receive special  
pricing to our Digging Deeper, Garden Masters  
Series, and National Speaker Series events,  
so remember to register early as many of these  
programs can only accommodate small groups  
and do sell out.  

Current members should have received a  

copy of the 2019 Open Days Directory and under 
separate cover, their complimentary member tickets. 
If you have not received either or have any questions 

us at membership@gardenconservancy.org  
or 845.424.6500 (M-F, 9-5 Eastern).

 
we invite you to join us for a free, members-only  
tour of White Flower Farm in Morris, CT, on  

and White Flower Farm’s head gardener Cheryl 
Whelan for a light breakfast and conversation at  
8:30 a.m., followed by an exclusive tour of the  
famous nursery. 

 
free event. To reserve your spot or check the  
status of your membership, please contact us at 
membership@gardenconservancy.org.

Below: A members-only 
guided tour of White Flower 
Farm in Morris, CT. 

Membership

Inset: Volunteers Valerie  
Trumbull and John Bernatz 

 
Los Angeles Open Day.

We invite you to visit an Open Days garden while you celebrate 
the upcoming holiday weekends. Make the experience even 
more special by giving your favorite parent, spouse, or friend a 
gift membership and share your love of gardens year-round. 

Gift memberships can be mailed to you, or sent directly  
to your gift recipient. We will mail a greeting card on your  
behalf including a message from you, and package with  
their complimentary copy of the 2019 Open Days Directory.  

 
dozens of special programs through Digging Deeper and  
the Garden Masters Series.

 
aimed at keeping you connected to all we do. Join to receive 
member pricing on advance purchases of Open Days ticket 

our educational events and special programs stay informed 
through subscriptions to our print and electronic newsletters, 
and so much more! 

Call us at (M-F, 9-5 Eastern) or visit us online 
at gardenconservancy.org/gift-membership to learn more and 
to order your gift membership today! 
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