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James Hall joined the Garden Conservancy as president and CEO 
in June 2017. For the previous four years, he was deputy director of 
the Norton Museum of Art in West Palm Beach, Florida, where he 
worked on the planning and design of the Norman Foster-designed 
museum expansion and sculpture gardens. From 2010 to 2013, he 
was executive director of the Providence Preservation Society in 
Rhode Island, overseeing all programming, fundraising, and 
relations with the board, donors, and community. From 2006 to 
2010, James served as assistant director of the Museum of Art, 
Rhode Island School of Design, after holding various other 
management and curatorial positions at the school since 1985.  

James has a bachelor’s degree in architecture from the University of Virginia and a master’s 
in landscape architecture from Rhode Island School of Design. In addition, he was awarded 
a Royal Oak Scholarship to attend the Attingham Trust Summer School in Architectural and 
Landscape History in London, and, separately, participated in the Victorian Society’s 
summer program in architectural history, also in London. In 2016, he was accepted to and 
completed Attingham’s Royal Collections Course. He has spoken widely on architectural 
and landscape design and has been a member of the graduate program faculty at the 
Rhode Island School of Design. 

 


