PER��JN,ALS

Plant
• Collections
Network
AMERICAN PUBLIC GARDENS ASSOCIATION

FROM KANSAS TO OREGON:

ESTABLISHING THE ROGERSON
CLEMATIS COLLECTION
Linda Beutler

It began inauspiciously enough. In the spring of 1971, Dr. Brewster Rogerson, professor of
English Literature at Kansas State University in Manhattan, Kansas, set out to buy vines for
the landscape at his newly built home. He returned with four clematis-a purple, two reds,
and a white. By 1975, Rogerson was corresponding with clematis growers all over the world,
describing himself as a scholar of the genus. There was a collecting gene in the man, and the
lack of information available about Clematis had flipped his "on" switch.
In 1980 Brewster retired. He decided if clematis were to be the consuming interest of his
leisure years, the Pacific Northwest's USDA Zone 8a might present a better climate than
Kansas' USDA Zone Sb. He bought an Econoline van and drove west. Finding "no room at
the inn," as he put it, in his first destination, Seattle, he headed south to Eugene, Oregon.
Five years later-with most of the collection still in containers of varying sizes-Rogerson
made an important friendship with nurseryman Bob Gutmann. In exchange for housing his
clematis at Gutmann's nursery in Mountaindale, Oregon, Rogerson wrote the Gutmann
Nursery catalog. If ever a match was made in heaven, Rogerson and Gutmann were it.
Clematis disciples gathered over the next fifteen years, as Rogerson wrote articles worldwide,
helped found the International Clematis Society, and served on the board of the Hardy Plant
Society of Oregon (HPSO). It was through the HPSO in 1992 that I first met Rogerson. Then
an enthusiastic if nascent clematis collector, I later became the collection's curator.
When Rogerson was diagnosed with macular degeneration in 2002, I and several others
began volunteering for him at Gutmann's. Soon prominent local horticulturists, garden
designers, and specialty nurserymen began to search for a proper home for the clematis,
in a garden. In 2004, the first comprehensive inventory was completed, with each of the 900
clematis (representing 450 species and cultivars) assigned an accession number.
Concurrent to the work of the ad hoc committee, the non-profit Friends of the Rogerson
Clematis Collection (FRCC) was formed, with many of the original volunteers serving on its
board of directors. As a small garden built upon one man's contagious and beautiful obsession,
FRCC had to be both fearless and patient. Their mission has not changed since its inception:
THE MISSION OF THE FRIENDS OF THE ROGERSON CLEMATIS COLLECTION (FRCC) rs
TO PRESERVE AND FOSTER THE ROGERSON CLEMATIS COLLECTION (RCC) IN A
PERMANENT FACILITY, OBSERVING ITS LONGTIME OBJECTIVES OF ASSEMBLING AND
MAINTAINING AS COMPREHENSIVE A COLLECTION OF THE GENUS CLEMATIS AS
POSSIBLE, FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF BOTANICAL AND HORTICULTURAL RESEARCH,
AND THE EDUCATION OF ALL WHO VISIT IT.
Most plant collections do not have as many cultivars as the Rogerson Clematis Collection, because ►
Rogerson began collecting in the 1970s, we have a living museum of clematis that subsequently
dropped from the trade, like the heirloom 'Colette Deville' from 1885.
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