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Buddy Nixon has moved up from perennials, in many cases several stones up. When ha bought his South Kent
property with wieiMenlka Steinberger in 1880 and built the house, the newbie gardener took the typical perenniéll route
The bigger picture: it reveal itself until Nixon retired from the corporate world and started laying stanawork with hi
usual, “| can do! smativation. Since then, his property has:swallento 34 acres with the acquisition of a form

mica quary. And RS amassed a collection of 500-plus arboreal specimens: Not only can he talk a mean streak abgit
the magnificeRtWesping golden beech that serves as the property’s centerpiece, but Buddy Nixon J& an outspaken
educator on allthings woody: Find oul for yourself at his Garden Consenmanoy'Qpen Day on June 16 or attend i
Garden Consenvancy Digging Deeper event at Mica Quarry Estata an Juna 22 (gdo 1o gardenconservancy.org for ﬂ\ 1]

0 what makes trees superior? Well, for starters, they provide a majestic presenge throughout the ssasons
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{Fagus sybatica ‘Rwersi’) with

iz stafuesgue weeping heectt
(Fagus syhat

was mamsly 8 10-%

Although fowers aran |

prmany foous, the bioss

2! &
canadonss Fink Heartbroakee]

formbaal beech (F um.u:
‘Asplenidodia’) info a s

THE FACT THAT B dd'_'f' MNixon made the leap from stone
walls ro trees s M‘”JI:H (_Jfaﬂ}-'. he's all abein emphanc statements
Thar said, although poetie silhouetres are paramount, he sull fecls
thar tingle accompanying the imnal inkhings of spring. In Nixon!
case, spring flowers don’t juse serew the ground. Calor goes alobt
with a verncal swell of freshly burst leaves aecenruared by the
savvy sinng of tees with chartreuse foliage playing counre
aginst deep bronze and flashy reds. Given plenty of breaching
rocm between plan nd groomed to perfeenion, the spo g pap
mrncularly eloquent. Add the accents of redbuc d other
spring bloomers, and you have a \IIFh_lLIII-'.J.ll'IB lacework that srirs
your heart. Whart doesn't amuse Nixon in the least are “two week
wonders” such as lorsythia and crabapples. Instead, he demands
paise over the long haul. Like all love affairs, Llc.gul}' resulrs
trom inreracoion and dialogue. In spring_ he's busy assessing the

dynarme of his purzle preces and shuffling e har brict

rwhen the weather 15 cool and hl.':pl:tu“}' wet. Same troes
are forever, while athers are more molale




-

?* ':w:ﬁ '"A

fﬂm -
e St

vailing lushness rules sum-
mar i MNions realm. Having ed tre r their diverse
fuhage and individual forms, the rexrural interplay 1s high prime
when everything is full and keafy, With plenty of shade ("We
can sit an the bench under the honzontal beech and nor even
get wet in a rain storm | and breczes fanned by hmbss from a
tn keep the property cool, Mixon spen MITIELS MOMIENNG
and fine-runming hus doman. “lrs about rurming an erdin
It an CI1£|'I[I1.-II.I| wree. he expluns of his hand
Meanwhile, he specializes in trees that extend the ;n:ri- rmance
season beyond the usual spring umn window when
trees typically step our. A fvonie lare summer performer is e
- | l‘u“:l‘]‘r‘:"‘:]i ree 'n\'l.tl.'l. I.'\:J"Fli:”.”![_: |1:|r;: | g .'1:_..

viweed wich abundane Iragrane lowers in lae ;"mL.i.t and c.irh- nioickas i

ko with truy
s - - . "I_I'QE' 1 W oy tha
wvers such as sedum. Plus he ceavels around, hunt mg up v.'u_:-:_ld:.' ol o

wanders to add o the exhubinon i a guial moment
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AUTUMMN IS FOREVER TWEAKING ies wardrobe as trees
gra y blus hlane ked. “The subiic
VATIAEIONS 1N eous, NI s nonced. His soyle is
o des | 0 ™ - fing several specimens
af a culn ; w statement “and
Create a nant
in the v n combined wath km, indmaduals from diffe
sources have slight vananons m fall color leading 1o a sublime
display. And importantly, trees are alw; ¥s -121'[111.-' of breath-
I FOOM 10 ACCETT each element 'HF-r‘rtn p 15 the almight v A
Mixon. " Think of the span, not just the heighe” Fall 15 also when
v installed erees shune as smaller addinons show therr oue
enerally planis fledgling rrecs—primar-
p he obtaims are rare and he's on a wair
g hist. Surveying cene from has high alomde, the colarful
background makes his homeground effores all the more ravishing,
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Poam Lovely As A Tree
(LEFT) Nl oy’ ol Alleon planl
all the fresg in eeoance per
sonmly, hir fcudofs e af,

He pruned s Fagus sylvalica
'Hortrontsis” info a wide opan
parasol shape o withstand
snow foad whike lnoking
abwsolfely poatic fankad by
s =loe waks

DWYtpetos

NOT ONLY 1S WINTER WHEN all the carctully wroughe
stonework steps our to define spaces, bur the rrees make this
scene statuesgue. Theres something abour stone and wrm\J}-
rrunks and branches that is hearrarresting, But again, Nixon
hasa't ledr thes wo chance. He has y;:uipu'tl his erees 1o forms—
parasols, weeping forms and vase shapes—that are par |;u|:.1r|:,-
head-rurning when scripped of keaves and erched i snow or ice.
l}nklt:r ':]Ix'” T'n”"“g ENSUITS |:|'|.l.r revered Tare (recs "|'r'|” oot
succumb o snow load. He also selects rrees HJ'!CEI‘“C.I”}" fir ehewr
winter interest with exfoliating bark and inmiguing trunk col
oration high on the hse of virtues necessary o quality for inclu
st i rthe property of a confessed mee snoby Thar smd, birches
need nor apply. “Too shorr-lived,” he decrees. Bur sall, many trecs
that you never mer before are welcomed here. Hine: These same
performers mighr be apropas for your hile kingdom. With very
lietle provocation, he'll hand you a long hse thar correlares wirh
the r1'||:=||.'1||n:]1|.~.l!.' labeled spectmens in his domain. For seasons
of splendor aloft, do wry this at home.
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